










































To: Teton County Commissioners 
Fr: Trevor Deighton 
Re: High Mountain Heli Skiing and Teton Springs 
 
 
I am writing in opposition to the proposed planned use of a commercial helicopter pad in Teton 
Springs.  I object to this use for many reasons including: 
 
 As I own a home and live in the flight path I am directly affected by both the visual and 
the noise pollution of the HMH flights.  I think that we have not heard nearly enough about the 
number of flights and the types of helicopters that will be or could be used.  Currently the 
owners say that only six flights will be needed.  I have personally witnessed more than six 
flights per day and I am concerned about the added impact as the business grows.  Additionally 
the noise impacts by different models of helicopters are significant.  Currently HMH fly a Bell 
206 classified as a light helicopter.  There are quieter light helicopter such as the Eurocopter 
350B.  Worst case scenario would be the use of a Bell 212 with future growth.  This is a common 
helicopter for heli skiing operations and this posses significant increases in noise and would 
literally shake the valley with over flights.  I have seen nothing that addresses these potential 
future impacts with growth. 
   
I believe that the information that has been provided has been limited and that much more 
information and study needs to be done before a commercial heli pad would be approved. 
Furthermore I think that the credibility of both HMH and Teton Springs has been legitimately 
called into question by operating without a permit, operating against precious agreements and 
by providing partial, misleading or false information.  I also disagree with the rosy economic 
impact assessment.  What percentage of HMH clients actually stay in Teton Valley?  It would 
seem to me that most are driven over the pass for the day and actually do not spend money 
here?  Is HMH a Teton County Idaho or Wyoming business?  Will they be paying sales tax or 
payroll tax here?  These questions just scratch the surface and call into question the information 
we have been given by HMH. 
 
 I believe that the conversation has been lacking the bigger picture of including the forest 
service and whether or not a heli ski operation is appropriate.  By allowing HMH to fly in and 
out of Teton Springs they will be accessing terrain that is sure to include other user conflicts 
including backcountry skiers, snowmobilers and hunters/wildlife.  I think that it is 
irresponsible to ignore these impacts to the residents of Teton Valley and I am opposed to the 
heli operation on these grounds as well.  We do not need to increase tensions and user conflicts 
in Teton Valley.  One look to the mountains around Salt Lake City and the conflicts there is 
more than enough reason to deny a heli ski operation a foothold and staging area in Teton 
Valley. 
 
 
 In summary I am opposed to any use of Teton Springs as a commercial Heli pad as it is a 
significant impact to both me personally and to the residents of Teton Valley.  I am opposed 
because it is against previous agreements, because HMH has been operating out of compliance 
and because of the increase in user conflicts and to our quality of life.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, Trevor Deighton, Victor 
















